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Relative ECOLOGY
mportance:  (Coastal Wetlands)

Approximately 50% of the Natio

Coastal Wetlands are Located along the Gulf Coast
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Past and Projected open water
Land Loss in Coastal Louisiana (1839 to 2020)

Courtesy of Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program




Relativ ECOLOGY
Importance: (FisheriES)

Commercial
& Recreational

AOver 15,000
species in Gulf

Al.2 billion
pounds of
seafood

83% of Total U.S. Shrimp
Landings

56% of Total U.S. Oyster
Landings

Over 40% of all U.S.
Marine Recreational Fishing




wave  ECONOMY

Importance:
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Regional
Issues:
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Coastal Ecosystems
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Source: U.S. EPA, Region VI Gulf
Nutrient Enrich.ment of Gulf Bottom-Water Dissolved Oxygen
Coastal Estuaries 24-30 July, 2011
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Regional
Issues:

ARecreational
Beach Safety
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i Water Q‘uali‘ -f—or
- lﬁxy Beaches
ellfish Beds
AShellfish

Growing Water
Recovery

AHarmful
Algal Blooms
(Red Tides)

AMercury in
Gulf Seafood

Percent of monitored beaches
affected by a notification action

2005 2006 2007

49.7%

48.1% 50.8%

55 - 60% of U.S. Gulf Shellfish

Growing Waters that are Conditionally
/ Permanently Closed to Safe Harvest

Chronic in SW Estimated Economic
Texas & South Losses Per Major
Florida Bloom:

> $25M

MOBILE REGISTER

Toxic methylmercury in the
nation's seafood supply

What you don't know

MOBILE REGISTER
Seafood riddled with mercury

Effective Risk
Science,
Monitoring, and
Communication
(Gulfwide)

hat You
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About
Mercury
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Priority
Regional
Issues:

Community

Resilience

(a.k.a.1 Sea Level Rise and
Climate Adaptation)
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1988-2008

Origin: 19881 EPA Response
to Petition by Gulf States Citizens for
a3dfn Great Waterso
Gulf of Mexico ecosystem.

\_Partnership Structure:

Mission:

nTo facil.i
protect, maintain, and restore the
health and productivity of the Gulf of
Mexico in ways consistent with the
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Gulf of Mexico Program
Environmental Partners at Work

States
¢) state of Alabama
@ state of Florida
(&) sState of Louisiana |
Do gt Vo€

State of Texas

Federal
& Environmental Protection Agency
@ National Aeronautics and Space Administration
) Department of Agriculture
&3) Department of Commerce
Department of Defense

N
em and lean Services

@ Department of Homeland Security
@ Department of Interior

Non-Govermnment Organizations
S American Farm Bureau Federation
\Wis=- Conference of Southern County Associations
Gulf Coastal Zone Managers
@ Gulf of Mexico Program Citizens Advisory Committee
r.a Gulf of Mexico Business Coalition
~ Gulf Restoration Network
Gulf States Association of Conservation Districts
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission
The Nature Conservancy
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Priority
Regional
Issues:

x Gulf of Mexico Alliance and Hypoxia Task Force
A Enhanced collaboration to support a healthy Gulf of Mexico

A Gulf of Mexico Alliance recognized as Model for Regional Ocean Governance
Partnerships

A Robust and Growing Collaborative Effort

x Gulf Coast Restoration Task Force

A October 5, 201 President Obama established Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration
Task Force via Executive Order

A QOctober 5, 201% Present President Obama with a Gulf Coast Restoration Strategy
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x State and Local Government

A Help identify needs of the community
A Help identify resources that will benefit community

A Participate in and expand partnerships that will promote sustainable
communities

x Industry

A Invest in sustainable jobs that promote a healthy environment and
economy

A Collaborate with partners to increase tourism in the Gulf Coast Region
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Reducing the Hypoxic Zone

Regional Sediment Management Plan

Restoration of Deer Island

EcoWaltch
Homeowner O0S

Sea Level Rise Modeling

HABs Alert System

StormSmart Coasts
Mercury Cycle Modeling

Coastal Ecosystem Learning Centers
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Programs
Barrier Island Berm
Restoration Restoration
(AL & MS) (LA)

Restoring the
footprint of barrier
Islands to that of
1850s as protection
from storms

Building a chain of
sandberms off the
coastline to prevent
oll penetration and
enhance storm
protection

o
)
\

Oyster Reef
Restoration
(AL, LA, MS, &

TX)
Creating additional
habitat and
breakwater reefs to

reduce
shoreline erosion



