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Upon graduation from the MSET Technology Incubator in April, Optech
International will join the Joint Lidar Bathymetry Technical Center of
Expertise (JALBTCX) at the Stennis International Airport. JALBTCX s a
consortium of federal agencies and corporate experts in hydrographic

surveying, with special focus in the $10mm CHARTS project.

Optech is first step in Tech Park

MSET islooking forward with great
anticipation to the graduation of
Optech Internationa fromits
technology incubator. InApril, the
company will becomethefirstto
locate at the Stennis Technology
Park at the Stennis I nternational
Airport.

Optech Internationd isa
wholly-owned subsidiary of the
Canadian-based Optech
Incorporated, aworld-leader inthe
manufacturing of airbornelaser
mapping systems, and theonly
manufacturer of airbornelaser
bathymetric systemsinNorth
America. They havechosento
locateinthe Stennisareain order to
support the Joint Lidar Bathymetry

Technical Center of Expertise
(JALBTCX), aconsortium of
federal agenciesled by theU.S.
Navy and Army Corpsof
Engineers, whichareengagedin
hydrographic surveying.

In September of last year,
Optech delivered theworld’'smost
advanced laser bathymeter,
CHARTS, toJALBTCX atthe
Stennisairport. Optech
Internationa hasongoing research
and devel opment effortsto
integrate ahyperspectral imager
into CHARTS, and to develop the
sensor fusonagorithmsand
softwarewhichwill enablethe

See Optech, Page 4

2nd annual VC
Forum a success

TheMississppi Enterprisefor
Technology (MSET) sponsored
its2™ annual StennisVenture
and Investment Capital Forum
Oct. 28 and 29 at Casino Magic
inBay St. Louis, Ms.
Thepurposeof thisunique
event wasto providean
opportunity for MSET’sbusiness
incubator and Geospatia
companiesto network with
investorsand to showcasetheir
technologiesand services. Five
companies presented to more
than 15 ventureand investment
capita/privateequity firmsfrom
around thenation. Also, more
than 10 companiesdisplayed
exhibitsand provided literature.
Thisyear’sevent included
heavy hitterssuchasPaadin
Capital Group of Boulder, Co.,
which offersa$300mm fund for
Homeland Security projects.
Inadditionto making
presentations, companieshad
the opportunity to network with
investorsduring anevening
reception and play golf on The
Bridgesgolf course.
“Thiswasonly our second
year and already theeventis
attracting seriousinvestorswho
seemvery interested intalking
with our companies,” said Greg
Hinkebein, president of MSET.
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Message from the President & CEO

Dear friends,

The Geospatial community supported by MsET is
expanding beyond the gates of Sennis. \We now have
companies located in Picayune, Pass Christian and
other surrounding communities. The growth of this
industry has been substantial enough to create a
significant number of technology jobs in the area.

One success story is Optech International, Inc., one of our tenant
companies. Optech expanded to Mississippi from Toronto, Canada and
started operations in the United States as an MSET incubator company.
After 3 years, the company developed its technology to a point that
required relocation to the Stennis Technology Park near Bay . Louis,
Mississippi. Thiswill be the first step in the development of a technology
park near the Stennis International Airport.

The growth of Geospatial technologies and remote sensing
companies will undoubtedly produce even more high paying jobs in the
future. MsET hopes to bring you even more success stories about other
companies growing in south Mississippi. We all hope to establish a
sustained growth of this industry that will carry technology development
in Mississippi to the next level.

Sncerely,

B. Greg Hinkebein

Bldg. 1103 to become Center of Excellence
thefact that more than 70 percent

Over the past decade, Mississippi
hasfocused diligently on posturing
itself asanationa leader inthe
Geogpatid technol ogiesindustry.
MSET isnot exempt fromfollowing
thisexample. InFebruary 2004,
State Representative Mark
Formby of District 108fileda
resolutionthat, if passed, will
designateBuilding 1103 asa
Center of Excellencein Geospatia
Technologies. Thedesignation
would facilitate rapid devel opment
of Geospatial technologiesfor
MSET, according to Greg
Hinkebein, MSET president.
Building 1103 at Stennis, which
isaState partnership building, is
qudifiedfor thisdesignation dueto

of itsspaceisdevotedtore-
searchand commercidizationin
Geogpatial technologies. In
additionto being the home of

4 universities, 2 nonprofit corpo-
rationsand 22 companies.

Learning Visudization Center,
adsolocatedin Building 1103
openedinAugust 2003. In
combination withtheeffortsof

federd organizationsat Stennis,
aworld-classfacility for the

commercidization of Geospatid
technologiesinMissssppi.

MSET, Building 1103 also houses

Additionally, the Center of Higher

NASA, theU.S. Navy and other

Building 1103 can beconsidered

MsET assists more
than 45 companies

Followingisalist of companies
withwhichMsET worksto
provide business support:

AeroAstro

AerotecLLC

Agriculture Information Mgmt.
Air-O-Space International Inc.
Applied Geo Technologies Inc.
Cimarron Software ServicesInc.
Concurrent Technol ogies Corp.
dv8 SystemsLLC

Delta Security TechnologiesInc.
Diamond Data Systems

Digital Globelnc.

Digital Medialnc.

Digital Quest Inc.

EMC Surveying & Mapping
ER

Forest One Inc.

GB TechInc.

General DynamicsAlSInc.
GeoDataAirborne Mapping &
M easurement

GeoDigital Mapping Inc.
Geospatia InsightsInc.
GeoTek Mgmt. Services Co.
Global Positioning SolutionsInc.
InTimelnc.

MapSAT

Mid SouthAgDataLLC

MS Technology Alliance Inc.
Motex Info. TechnologiesInc.
NVision SolutionsInc.

North American DataCom
Northrop Grumman IT

Ocean TechnologiesLLC

Omni TechnologiesInc.
Oologah Technologies Inc.
Optech International Inc.
Photon Industries Inc.

Pixsdl Inc..

Planning Systems|nc.
ProVision Technologies
Radiance Technologies Inc.
ReflecTech Inc.

Science ApplicationsInt’l Corp.
3001 Inc.

USM COAM

Waggoner Engineering Inc.
Wiseman Technologies Inc.
Worldwinds Inc.
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NVision receives
Phase Il SBIR

NVison Solutions, Inc., was
awarded aNASA StennisSmall
BusinessInnovation Research
(SBIR) Phasell contract to
develop an on-linecapability to
accessand manipulateremotely
sensed dataand download the
derivative products.
NVisonisasmall, woman-
owned, minority firmintheMsET
incubator that specidizesin
advanced Geospatia solutions.
“NVisionisagreat mode for
growing acompany into asuc-
cessful venture,” said Charlie
Beadey, MsET vicepresident.
“NVision hasbecomeoneof the
most respected organizationsin
our program. Thereisno doubt
that NASA haschosenwisely in
itsselectionfor thiscontract.”
Thetechnology developed
under thisSBIR hasthe potential
to speed up and simplify the
processing of remotely sensed
images. Withno plug-insor
downloads needed, userscan

The NVision team, from left: Kevin Bupp, Chuck Parker, Suzette Arca,
Don Peyton, Socorro Harvey, Craig Harvey and Joel Lawhead.

accessremote sensing dataover
aWeb site, processthe dataand
providetheinformation to other
software programsfor data
analysis. Theprogram providesa
way for specific, well-defined sets
of productsto be generated by
casual userswithvery little
knowledge of remotesensing. It
aso allowsadvanced usersto
customize productsand perform
operationsfromany location
wherelnternet accessisavailable.
NVisionwastheonly company

fromMississppi and Louisana
chosento continue devel opment
of itsPhase| project.

“Theability tointerfacewith
NASA and other federal agencies
onadaily basishasbeencritical to
our success,” said Socorro
Harvey, president and CEO of
NVision Solutions. “ The support
wehavereceived fromMsET has
been phenomena andinasmuch
asour technology isan enabling
technology, MsET hashel ped
enableour existenceat Stennis.”

MsET seminar series attracting Stennis and local audience

At theonset of 2004, MSET began sponsoringa
learning-focused seminar seriesaspart of the
servicesthe organi zation of fersitsclient companies.
Themonthly seriesallow the companiesto serveas
hostswhile MsET staysin the background to take

careof thelogistics.

The seminarsattract mostly aStennisand local
audienceand alow participantstolearnfrom
expertsabout aparticular technology topic. The
event also allowshost companiesto market their
productsand servicesto atargeted group of

potential customersor partners.

Thefirst seminar, held January 21, washosted
by Diamond Data Systemsof Mississippi, an

I nformation Technology and Geospatia company.

Titled“Optima Storage Architectureand Designfor

Data Security,” it attracted about 15 companies.
Mississppi State University GeoResources

| nstitute sponsored the second seminar on February

18to providean overview of itsprogram.

Thethird seminar will be hosted by 3001, Inc.,
andisscheduledfor April. 3001, Inc., isasurveying,
mapping, and GI S company with afocuson acquiring
and processing spatia datathrough many different
cregtive processes. Thetopic of thisseminar will be

on potential contract opportunities.

Tofind out moreabout future seminars, contact
MSET at (800) 746-4699.
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MsET key player

In Tech Council

MSET hasplayed akey roleinthe
devel opment of anetworking
organization geared toward
expanding Missssppi’ stechnology
industry into acompetitor inthe
globa marketplace. TheMissis-
sippi Gulf Coast Technology
Council wasfounded in 2003 by
about 85 business peoplewith the
visonof poolingtheavailable
resources of the Gulf Coast’s
technology industry.

The Technology Council
servesasanetwork between
busi ness, government, education,
venturecapital and outside organi-
zations. Membersaregiven
accessto support, marketing,
advice, trainingandinformation
designed to enhancetheir business.

Greg Hinkebein, the President
and CEO of MsET, servesasthe
Tech Council Steering Committee
Treasurer and hasworked closely
with founding membersto get the
organization off theground.
MSET a so servesasone of the
sponsors. TheCouncil is
expected to have at least 100
businesses as members by 2005.

lTech

isvdidthrough December 2006.

Bits

e M<sETwdoomeditsnewest company Scenceand Technology
Corp. (STC) inSeptember 2003. STCis afederd support contractor
thetisprovidingremotesenangsavicestoNASA.

e 3001, Inc., recaived SO 9001:2000 certificationin February for the
processing of detafor hydrogrgphic, topographic, Lidar and GPSsurveys,
digita mapping, photogrammetry, orthophato productionand Geographic
Informetion Sysems. Thecatificationwasawardedby BVQi, Inc.,and

» Inthefdl of 2003, Digitd Quest openeditsGl SRS Spatid Technal-
ogy TraningLaboratory inBuilding9313a Stennis. Focusad dasses
rangefromHomdand Security toLaw Enforcement toEconomic

Deve opment. For moreinformationabout dasses emall
eddieh@digjtal ouest.comor kramer3@bdIsouth.net.

*  InassoadionwithMSET, Concurrent TechnologiesCorp., iswriting
aproposd for anlnddfiniteDemand, IndefiniteQuantity (1D Q) contract
thetwoulddlow dl federd agendesaccesstoMsET companies

e MS<ET patidpatedintheGeolntd Conferenceand Rosattex/Nationd
Technology Alliancemedting Octaber 2003inNew Orleans

Optech

continued from Page 1

system to conduct shallow-water
benthic habitat mapping,
environmental monitoringand cora
reef mapping.

Dr. Grady Tuell, managing
director of Optech International,
said thecompany’sestablishment
inthe United Statesthroughthe

MSsET technology incubator has
provedinvaluabletoitsrapid
success. Healso praised the
Hancock County Port and
Harbor Commissionfor its
assistance by providing acounty-
owned building with along-term
build-to-suit lesse.

The Mississippi Enterprise for
Technology, Inc., (MSET) at NASA's
Stennis Space Center is a joint effort of
the Mississippi Development Authority,
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) and Mississippi
institutions of higher learning.
All contents of this newsletter are
approved by Greg Hinkebein, MSET
president and CEO, and Charlie Beasley,
MSET vice president. The MSsET is
located at:

Building 1103, Room 143
Stennis Space Center, MS 39529

Phone: (228) 688-3144
(800) 746-4699
Fax: (228) 688-1064

Web Site: www.mset.org
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